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  Table 9.2  	� Campaign Spending for Candidates in the 2010 Texas Gubernatorial 
Election

Candidate (Party 
Affiliation) Amount Raised Amount Spent Votes Received Money Spent Per Vote

Rick Perry 
(Republican)

$49,479,069.15 $46,393,982.92 2,737,481 $16.95 

Bill White 
(Democrat)

$26,298,865.37 $24,807,297.91 2,106,395 $11.78 

Source: Texas Ethics Commission, www.ethics.state.tx.us/ (accessed September 25, 2012); authors’ calculations.

in Texas elections. The National Institute on Money in State Politics estimated that 
Texas candidates raised $234 million in that election cycle.68 As Table 9.2 illustrates, 
Rick Perry and Bill White spent about $71 million over the primaries and general 
election, with the campaigns of the two candidates spending an average of $14.70 
for every vote. This doesn’t include the $14.5 million spent by Kay Bailey Hutchison 
and the $10.6 million spent by Farouk Shami in their attempts to win their party’s 
nomination.

The candidates competing for the sixteen seats in the Texas Senate up for election 
in 2010 spent $11 million. Candidates for the Texas House spent over $78 million. 
That amount may seem modest for 150 House races, but many of those races were not 
competitive and the price was much higher in some districts. Stefani Carter and Dan 
Branch each spent about $1.4 million in their election victories. However, the biggest 
spender in the House in 2010 was Speaker Joe Straus, who spent over $5.2 million 
holding onto his seat in San Antonio. Meanwhile, Patrick Rose spent $1.3 million in a 
losing bid to retain his seat in the House.

The sources of contributions reveal a great deal about who is concerned with 
Texas politics and is able to invest heavily in it. As might be expected, the oil and 
gas industry contributes large sums of money. Across all races and candidates, oil 
and gas companies gave over $16.2 million in 2010. The only other industry to give 
more was lawyers/lobbyists, who gave $22.9 million. This may be misleading since 
most of the lobbyists work to represent industries other than the law, and money 
from oil and gas or other categories was likely funneled through their lobbyists. 
As he often is, Bob J. Perry, the owner of a large home construction firm, was the 
state’s largest individual contributor to the campaigns of others (although Farouk 
Shami spent over $9.6 million of his own money in his bid for the Democratic 
nomination for governor). Perry contributed almost $3 million on his own to vari-
ous candidates for office and gave another $2.1 million with his wife, Doylene. 
Texans for Lawsuit Reform, a lawyer/lobbyist organization that advocates for 
lawsuit reform and is widely acknowledged to have a huge impact on the issue, 
donated $5.7 million.69


